talk command in linux - GeeksforGeeks

ee Search...

1x-Unix  Interview Questions  Shell Scripting  Kali  Ubuntu

talk command in linux

Last Updated : 23 Jul, 2025

https://www.geeksforgeeks.org/linux-unix/talk-command-in-...

Hnierview riep

Tutorials Sign In
Tracks
CentOS Docker Kubernetes Python R J Q Sign In

In Linux, there are commands like write/wall which are used to communicate with other users
especially by system administrators to send a short message to all logged-in users. There is one more
command talk which is like an instant messenger service that enables two users to chat. In this article,
we will discuss this command and the various ways to connect with other users.

Syntax:

Usage: talk user [-x] [ttyname]

user - user's login name.

-X - talk with user who has dot character in username.
ttyname - talk with user who has logged in more than once using the terminal name.

Installation of talk command:

For Ubuntu/Debian :

sudo apt-get install talk
sudo apt-get install talk-server

For CentOS/Fedora :

sudo yum install talk
sudo yum install talk-server

Configuration:

e Create two files named talk and ntalk under /etc/xinetd.d/ directory.

o Edit talk file as below,

# default: off

# description: The talk server accepts talk
# requests for chatting with users \

# on other systems.
service talk

{

flags = IPv4

disable = no

socket_type = dgram

wait = yes

user = nobody

group = tty

server = /usr/sbin/in.talkd
}
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e Next edit ntalk file as below,

# default: off

# description: The ntalk server accepts
# ntalk connections, for chatting \

# with users on different systems.
service ntalk

{

flags = IPv4

disable = no

socket_type = dgram

wait = yes

user = nobody

group = tty

server = /usr/sbin/in.ntalkd
}

e Then restart xinetd service.

Working with talk command

Whenever talk command is issued, it will contact the talk-daemon on the other user's terminal and
send the below message to that user,

Message from TalkDaemon@his_machine. ..
talk: connection requested by your_name@your_machine.
talk: respond with: talk your_name@your_machine

Now, other users can respond by typing
talk your_name@your_machine

The talk command works by copying lines from one terminal to that of the terminal used by another
user. It splits the window into 2 panes (top and bottom) wherein user can type in the top pane and the
response would be seen in the bottom pane in another terminal. It can be used to

1) To communicate with users on the same host or on the different host,

talk <username> => local user
talk username@hostname or talk username@ip_address => remote user

Talk daemon first checks if the user has logged in. If not, it will report that the user is not logged on
and wait for the user to connect.

Trying to connect to your party’s talk daemon]

Once the user is logged-in, it will send a message and wait for the response from that user.
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[Waiting for your party to respond]

If there is no response, then the daemon will continuously send message to that user.

[Ringing your party again]

test_user@localhost

test_user@localhost ~]$
test_user@localhost ~]$
test_user@localhost ~]$§

lessage from Talk_Daemon@localhost at 0:15 ...
alk: connection requested by root@localhost.
alk: respond with talk root@localhost

essage from Talk_Daemon@localhost at 0:15
alk: connection requested by root@localhost.
alk: respond with: talk root@localhost

essage from Talk_Daemon@localhost at 0:16
alk: connection requested by root@localhost
alk: respond with: talk root@localhost

Once the destined user connects, the connection will be established and both can chat now.

Pressing Ctrl+c will terminate the connection.
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2) To talk with the user who has a dot character in username, then have to use the -x argument.
talk <user_name> -x

3) If the user has logged in more than once, then the terminal name can be used to connect with that
user.

talk <user_name> <tty> => talk root pts/17

If the user does not want to receive talk requests, then it can be blocked using the mesg command.
Thus using the talk command we have understood various ways to connect with another user. For more
information, please refer "man talk".
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