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1. The committee has not met in the past year.

2. The boat survey was not done since it appeared that such an exercise might have only pleased some while alienating others, particularly in the light of the legal difficulties in handling any situations as underlined by Peter Forget at the 2004 meeting.

· There is a question as to what the survey would accomplish, as well as receiving the cooperation of residents to abide by any conclusions.

· Please respect others when you are boating by avoiding coming near the shore and other boaters, particularly when you're moving in a large boat, and not being loud and rambunctious when you have several passengers.

· Please remember that it may take the police a while just to arrive to deal with complaints, perhaps long after anything they may be able to do about the activity being complained about has ceased, but may be able to help more when all are aware of the Small Vessel Regulations of the Canada Shipping Act..

Section 43 of the Small Vessel Regulations of the Canada Shipping Act reads:

Prohibition Against Careless Operation 43. No person shall operate a small vessel in a careless manner, without due care and attention or without reasonable consideration for other persons.

More information can be found by calling the Office of Boating Safety at 1-800-267-6687.

There are a number of safety guides and other useful resources available on the internet at:

www.tc.gc.ca/BoatingSafety/menu.htm
There is information regarding careless boat use at:

www.tc.gc.ca/BoatingSafety/careless.htm
There is a safe boating guide available at:

www.tc.gc.ca/marinesafety/TP/TP511/menu.htm
2. Lake water testing last year was all clear with no results outside of the 'Excellent' rating used for classifying water for the purposes of swimming (ie. 0-20 cfu/mL) which also does not suggest the likelihood of contamination by septic tanks.  Typically these readings would be due to the warm weather on the sampling day (which also is the prevailing conditions throughout the summer), passing mammals (ie. deer, beavers) as well as people swimming in the day or so previous to sampling.  The chemical tests also indicated water with very low dissolved solids (which indicates purity).

This is a generally useful website from Governement of Quebec on water:

http://www.menv.gouv.qc.ca/accueil/plan.htm#eau Français (inclut une section sur l'eau potable)

http://www.menv.gouv.qc.ca/accueil/plan-en.htm#water English (includes a section on drinking water quality)

3. Please have your well water tested at least once a year (Faecal Coliforms; Total Coliforms; Faecal Streptococci; heterotrophic aerobic and anaerobic bacteria (BHAA; total bacterial count) by an accredited laboratory ie. through the Municipality programme, Bioservices in Ste. Agathe, Donald's employer Sodexen in Laval (through Lab-Eau Mobile, 450-973-7757), the lab in Brownsburg, etc.  Please do not assume that your water is still good this year because of any of the following reasons, or any other reason:

· Because your results last year were good;

· Because you disinfected your system last year (bacteria can grow over time, particularly if there are long periods during which you don't use the system, such as during the winter);

· Because you believe your system is sealed, or you installed a new system or section of pipes (the well cap is where bacteria in the air, insects, and very small animals can get in to contaminate the water, and over the winter pipes occasionally burst and bacteria get in);

· Because the installers of the new well or system told you last year or previously that the system and/or the water is safe (the well can become contaminated over time);

· Because you have a water treatment system (ie. UV sterilisers, ozone generators, chlorinators).

· Because your water looks and tastes fine;

· Because you haven't gotten sick from it;

Disinfecting your well can be done by putting 4L of bleach (8L for big or very deep wells) in the well and running a tap such as your garden hose tap until you smell bleach.  You may need to run the hose back into the well to force the bleach down to your water inlet.  Once you smell bleach, turn off the tap and run each other tap in the house until you smell bleach.  Wait 24 hours, and run a tap (preferably the garden hose, in order not to put all the bleach into your septic tank) until there is no more bleach smell.  Then test you water to be sure.

Donald recommends that you do the disinfection first and then the water test.

For more information on the internet, http://www.menv.gouv.qc.ca/eau/potable/depliant/index-en.htm in English and http://www.menv.gouv.qc.ca/eau/potable/depliant/index.htm en français.

The government also suggests doing a Nitrite and Nitrate test; I don't bother with our well.  Typcially these tests are done to detect contamination by fertilizers and septic tank infiltration.

4. Please empty your septic tanks as per provincial regulations.  The “Règlement sur l'évacuation et le traitement des eaux usées des résidences isolées“  R.R.Q., 1981, c. Q-2, r. 8 art. 13 states that residential septic tanks must be emptied either at least every two years if you live in the house year round or every four years if you live in the house on a seasonal basis.

5. Questions have arisen about controlling the lakewater level, purely at the “desire for information” level, such as by putting a weir up at the exit of the lake leading into Lake Macdonald.  Some issues involved are

· the construction of beaver dams that seem to be destroyed in very short order during or after their construction.

· Effects of low water on the shoreline and waves from boats during periods of low water.

· A biologist from the region has been contacted requesting general information regarding options are available as well as what would need to be done

Another useful website is http://www.cehq.gouv.qc.ca/index.asp Centre d'expertise hydrique

Among other things, the Ministère de l'Environnement has to be notified in advance in order for it to give its permission, and design plans must be drawn, signed and stamped by a qualified engineer.

