Lake Harrington Lake Water Testing – 2001

The bacterial results for the sampling of July **, 2001, indicate that the water quality ranges from good to excellent for swimming purposes.  The results do not suggest the likelihood of seepage from septic tanks into the lake.  They also indicate that anyone drawing water from the lake should not be drinking or cooking with the water without treating the water or boiling it first.

The chemical test indicate little change from the previous tests, indicating that the lake is relatively stable.

It is slightly basic, low in dissolved solids, has a good nitrate to nitrate ratio, and the biological oxygen demand is good for a lake which is being stocked with fish.

The levels of faecal bacteria over the 1997 testing raise the following points:

· Most fall within limits considered “excellent” ( < 20).  Trend analysis is not useful at this point since we only have two reference points.

· In all cases, normal use of the lake, such as swimming, pets and passing mammals are the likely source of contamination.

· Increased levels over 1997 are most likely due to the very nice weather and the timing of the sampling (final Sunday of the 2 week construction holiday in July for 2001 vs. Labour Day Monday in 1997, which is later and cooler)

